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set off up the Duner Glacier, and crossed the inland ice-cap,
with a heavy load of food and equipment, in order to lay a
depot about forty miles to the south. The first few miles of
travel up the glacier were easy, but half-way up they were
forced to make a long detour by a succession of stagnant pools.
Above this rose a steep ice-bank, covered with melting snow.
When this had been overcome they found the way barred again
by a long line of small lakes.

The one route open lay across rotten snow which had drifted
over crevasses during the winter; and they had only advanced
a hundred yards when the leader went through to the waist.
He was hauled out without much difficulty; but for some time
afterwards they had to be wary of tottering snow-bridges, and
made slow progress. The slush too packed under the sledges,
and made them very hard to move. In the end they had to wait
until a night-frost made the going better, and the next two
stages were completed during the night.

On the fourth day they suddenly came in sight of the south-
ern mountains, and for the next three days were able to admire
the jagged purple peaks of the Stubendorff Range and the dis-
tant ice-floe of the Lomme Bay Glacier. Then the depot was
laid, and the return journey began.

On the Duner Glacier they met the first sledge-party, and
the real work of exploration began. During the next six weeks
the greater part of North Friesland was explored, and geological
specimens collected from the outcropping rocks. The work was
hindered by the usual bad visibility; and it was easy to get lost.
On one occasion one party thought they had discovered a new
mountain range which loomed up through the mist, but after
climbing a snow ridge they found that the mountains were on
the other side of the Wijde Bay and quite ten miles away. By
that time they had strayed so far that the problem of finding
the tent became acute, and it was some time before, through
the glasses, they caught sight of the black shadow on the snow-
fidd which denoted the camp. Sometimes they travelled across
a white desert which merged into white mist, and sometimes
their goggles were clogged with driving snow. At last they
began the journey towards the base, and as they left the ice-cap
they came to some glaciers which were a maze of ice hummocks